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TRAFFIC COMMISSION AGENDA 
 

Regular Meeting 
April 15, 2021 – 4:30 p.m. 

City Annex Conference Room, 204 E. Jefferson Street & Zoom 
 

  
I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – March 18, 2021  

 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
III. OLD BUSINESS 
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS 

1. 12th Street Sign Request 
2. Garfield No Parking  

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
VI. ADJOURN 

Next regular meeting is scheduled for May 20th, 2021 at 4:30 pm. 
 



 
 

COMMISSIONERS 
Chair Josh Corwin 
Dennis Richmond, Brett Weddell, David 
Gibbs, Mario Mora, Mike Happer, Nick 
Kieffer, Alan Metcalf, Evan Bontrager 
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TRAFFIC COMMISSION MINUTES 
March 18, 2021 – 4:30 p.m. 

 
The March 18, 2021, Regular Meeting of the Traffic Commission was called to order by Chair 
Corwin at 4:30 pm in the City Annex Conference room. 

 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 
Chair Josh Corwin, Dennis Richmond, Brett Weddell, David Gibbs, Mike Happer, Nick Kieffer, 
Alan Metcalf, Evan Bontrager 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT 
Mario Mora 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Dustin Sailor, Director of Public Works 
Tara Hetler, Engineering Department  
Dale Schrock, Goshen Code Compliance Officer 
 
PUBLIC PRESENT  

 
I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Action: Motioned by Commissioner Weddell, seconded by Commissioner Metcalf to approve 
the February 18, 2021 meeting minutes. Motion carried 7-0. 

 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
1) Parking Issues – 722 Main Street  

Dale Schrock, Goshen Code Compliance Officer, provided pictures and emails in regards 
to the owner of 722 Main Street not having anywhere to park his truck. Currently the 
owner has been parking along the small drive approach to the garage and partly in the 
alley. There have been several complaints from surrounding home owners who are not 
able to safely drive through the alley as space is very limited. The Goshen Police 
Department is asking the Engineering Department to look into if moving the No Parking 
signs from the North side of the 100 block of E Garfield to the South side of the street 
would be a sufficient solution.  

 
III.  OLD BUSINESS 
 
 
IV.  NEW BUSINESS 
 



Page 2 of 2  

1) Railroad Signs 
Action: Tabled. The information of how to report trains blocking railroad crossings will 

be posted in the next Maple City Now newsletter and via social media. We will 
follow up by checking the number of reports from our area to decided if the signs 
are needed. 

 
2) Downtown Parking Signs 

Action: Motioned by Commissioner Weddell, seconded by Commissioner Gibbs to 
approve the removal of the two 2-hr Parking Signs and replace with 
Customer/Visitor Only signs in order to make the signs uniform with the other 
downtown signs. Motion carried 7-0. 

 
3) Purl – Tenth Street Stop Sign 

Action: Motioned by Commissioner Gibbs, seconded by Commissioner Weddell to 
approve the installation of a Cross Traffic Does Not Stop sign below the existing 
stop sign on the northbound approach of 10th Street to Purl Street. Motion carried 
7-0. 

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS/DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
VI.  AJOURNMENT 

Next regular meeting is scheduled for April 15, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Traffic Commission 
 
FROM: Engineering Department  
 
RE: 12TH STREET “CHILDREN AT PLAY” SIGNS 
 
DATE: April 14, 2021 
 
 
The Engineering Department has received a request for the placement of “Children at Play” signs 
along 12th Street between Jackson and Burdick.  The request stems from the relatively high 
concentration of households with school age children (7 out of 11) and the observed high speed 
of some vehicles.  As is now the standard policy for these temporary sign placements, approvals 
are considered on a yearly basis, with renewal requests required between January 1st and March 
1st each year.  Specifically, regarding the use of the “Children at Play” sign, it is the position of 
the Engineering Department to avoid the use of these signs for traffic calming purposes.  The 
installation of these signs for the purpose of traffic calming has been shown to rarely accomplish 
the intended results and may result in a false sense of security from the parents and children 
along the corridor.  The City’s standard handout regarding neighborhood speeding is attached. 
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Concerned about Speeding in your Neighborhood? 
Speeding on residential roads is one of the top complaints reported to the 

Engineering and Police Departments. Studies have shown that all 

demographics of drivers contribute to this issue including residents, 

commuters, and school aged drivers. Residents may speed because they are 

familiar and comfortable on the roadways they travel regularly while others 

may use them as short cuts. 

Interested in learning how to change this and slow traffic in your neighborhood? You truly can make a difference! 

See below for common questions, answers, and tips to help you improve traffic safety in your neighborhood. 
 

Will more STOP signs slow traffic on our street? 

When installed under the correct conditions, STOP signs can increase intersection safety. However, stop signs 

installed at locations which do not meet minimum requirements can actually decrease safety and create additional 

problems. Federal and State standards (warrants) have been established to determine when all-way STOP signs 

should be installed. These standards consider traffic speed, the number of vehicles, pedestrians and bicycles, 

intersection sight distance, and the frequency of gaps in traffic to allow safe vehicle entry or pedestrian crossing. 

Studies have shown that when all-way stops are installed at locations that do not meet 

requirements, they do little to slow traffic. Unwarranted stop signs are, at times, ignored by 

drivers on the main street, putting  

pedestrians and cross-traffic at a higher risk. 

Speeds within a block of unwarranted stop 

signs are typically unchanged. Drivers have to 

slow down when approaching a stop sign,  

but often speed up quickly to make up for lost time. In addition, 

stopping and starting causes an increase in tire and engine noise 

and an increase in air pollution. 
 

Will a lower speed limit help reduce speeding? 

Unwarranted STOP signs: 

▪ Do not stop speeding 

▪ Increase risk to bicyclists and pedestrians 

▪ Increase air and noise pollution 

▪ Waste Fuel 

Many studies have concluded that a driver’s speed is influenced by the existing conditions of a 

roadway, not the posted speed limit. As a result, changes in posted speed limits have little to no 

effect on vehicle speeds. 

Maximum speed limits in the State of Indiana are set by the Indiana Motor Vehicle Code. 

Reducing speed limits: 

▪ Does not change most drivers’ speed 

▪ Must be warranted 

The maximum speed limit in an urban district is 

30 mph and 15 mph in an alley.  All other speed 

limits must be established based on engineering studies which 

look at roadway conditions, crash records and the existing speeds 

at which the majority of vehicles travel.   
 

Will ‘Children at Play’ signs help slow vehicles? 

Warning signs are used to bring attention to unusual hazards along the road. Too many signs can lead to “sign 

pollution” causing unnecessary distraction, often irritating and confusing drivers in the process. 

“Children at Play” signs have little or no effect on the behavior of motorists and there have been no indications 

these signs reduce pedestrian-involved collisions. Since drivers tend to pay little attention to these signs, parents 
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and children may feel a false sense of security. For this reason, the 

signs have been removed from the federal list of approved traffic 

control signs and are not eligible for installation on roadways. 

Specific warning signs for school zones and crosswalk locations are 

available, and have been shown to be effective when properly installed. 
 

Can our neighborhood have speed humps installed? 

“Children at Play” signs: 

▪ Have little effect on driver behavior 

▪ Give pedestrians, children 

and parents a false sense of 

security 

Speed humps are raised pavement areas in the roadway surface that extend across the travel way to slow vehicle 

speeds. A speed “hump” is a gradual rise in the pavement surface and is used on public streets, unlike a speed 

“bump” which is an abrupt change in pavement height typically used for private driveways and parking lots. 

Studies have shown that speed humps aid in reducing vehicle speeds and decreasing traffic volumes in their 

immediate vicinity. 

Speed hump installations have negative effects that should be considered as part of the 

evaluation. Once installed, residents living near speed humps often complain of increased 

noise as vehicles traverse the speed humps (vehicles may hit the brakes and speed up 

immediately after). Traffic may divert to adjacent parallel streets to avoid the speed humps. 

In addition, emergency vehicle response will be slowed. Finally, due to factors such as 

drainage patterns and lightning, there is significant cost for installation and maintenance. 

Speed humps are generally avoided and only installed on roadways that meet certain criteria 

established by the City. Evaluated criteria include the existing vehicle speeds, number of vehicles, proximity to 

adjacent STOP and YIELD signs, and location of emergency vehicle response routes. 
 

What can residents do? 

 

 

   
 

 

Observe all the 

Rules of the Road 

Don’t be a speeder, be a leader! 

Be alert and don’t take chances - 

even on short trips. Statistics 

show that most crashes occur 

close to home. 

Set the Pace 

Driving at or below the 30 mph 

speed limit forces those behind 

you to follow at your safe, 

respectful pace. 

Report Speeding Vehicles 

Help us help you! If you notice 

vehicles speed more at a particular 

time of day, or day of week, call 

the Goshen Police Department’s 

non-emergency phone number at 

(574) 533-4151. 

 

Drive Slower 

The maximum legal speed on a 

residential street is 30 mph 

(unless posted otherwise). Drive 

30 mph or less; give yourself 

more time to react to the 

unexpected, you may be driving 

faster than you should. Do not 

rush - leave a little earlier and give 

yourself plenty of time to reach 

your destination. 

Avoid Using Neighborhood 

Streets as Short Cuts 

Using residential streets as short 

cuts impacts neighborhood 

quality of life. Cut-through 

traffic increases noise, pollution, 

and decreases safety for children, 

pedestrians, and pets. 

Be an Active Reporter 

If there are problems along your 
street such as damaged or missing 

signs, pothole or vegetation 

blocking line of sight, please notify 

the Engineering Department at 

(574) 534-2201 

or 

engineering@goshencity.com 

 

mailto:engineering@goshencity.com
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Traffic Commission 
 
FROM: Engineering Department  
 
RE: GARFIELD NO PARKING SIGNS 
 
DATE: April 14, 2021 
 
 
At the March 18, 2021 regular meeting of the Traffic Commission, Dale Schrock, Goshen Code 
Compliance Officer, provided pictures and emails in regards to the owner of 722 Main Street not 
having anywhere to park his truck. Currently the owner has been parking along the small drive 
approach to the garage and partly in the alley. There have been several complaints from 
surrounding home owners who are not able to safely drive through the alley as space is very 
limited. The request discussed with the homeowner was to switch the “No Parking” signs from 
the north side of the road to the south along the 100 block of E Garfield, allowing the 
homeowner to park on the north side and closer to his residence. 
 
Goshen Engineering looked into the possibility of switching the “No Parking” signs and 
determined switching the signs is not advisable due to the high curb reveal along the north side 
of the road east of the alley.  The high curb reveal would limit the door swing on most vehicles.  
Engineering has not determined a feasible solution other than to possibly convert the road to one-
way creating room for angle parking on the north side of the corridor, west of the alley.  
However, engineering would not recommend or support this as a solution for a complaint from 
an individual whose residence is not on the Garfield corridor. 
 
 


















